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We quite often see a fire engine racing thre fhe 
streets of our towns or cies but did you knaw thar 
freemen doomueh more than just putting out fires ? 
This book, written simply for young children and 
ftustrated with over ane Aundred full-colour 
photographs, iooks behind the scenes at the day-fo- 
day work of the fire service. 
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When you see a fire engine racing 
along the road, do you ever wonder 
about the firemen and the work they 


do? They have a very important job. 


Whenever there is a fire, the 
firemen must put it out as quickly as 
they can. If people are in danger, the 
firemen have to rescue them and take 
them to safety. 


Fighting fires is the firemen’s main 
job, but they help people:in many 
other ways as well. 


Firemen use heavy cutters to cut oway wreckage after motor 
vehicle accidents 


Z0==(iiiemy \Vhen there is a 
or ® car crash, or a 
me train goes off the 
sails, people can 


S—-, be trapped in the 
wreckage. 


The firemen can 
cut them free or 
~~ get them out if they 
“= ore trapped under 
something heavy. 
Often someone 
. gets stuck ona 
= root or falls down 
mm oe © steep cliff. 


Firemen weearng 
Chenical splash suits and 
oreathing. qoperdius to 
remave dongerous 
chenvcagls - 


The firemen 
can use their 
ropes and 
ladders to 
rescue them. 


After heavy rain 
there may be 
flooding. If a house 
or a shop is 
flooded the firemen 
use their pumps 
to get rid of the 
Water. 
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Long fadders are not only used 
to receh rooftops ana high 
windows. Firemen need to be 
very inventive in the use of 
their equinment, asin the 
rubbish dung fire below 


Sometimes dangerous chemicals 
are spilt by accident. Then the 
firemen go with their hoses and wash 
them away before anyone can be 
hurt. 


Weshing owey ony dongerous chemicals offer o damoged 
container Aas been removed 


They may make a dam with soil 
or sand to stop chemicals getting 
into drains. Then they can be taken 
away safely. 


Firemen are trained to do all sorts 
of different jobs. 
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The place where they work and 
keep all their equipment is called a fire 
station. Every large town and city has 
at least one fire station. 

In each station there is an appliance 
room where the fire engines are kept. — 


This room has 
large doors which 
usually lead on to 
the street. When 
these doors are 
opened, they go up 
out of the way so 
that the fire engines 
can get out quickly. 
Some qonlionce room doors are 


oufomotic., The anes in the 
Pictures are raised by hand 


fhe Lond Aover pump corres 
‘OO golfons (455 fitres) of 
wofer and is used in tight 
spoces fo get closer to a fire 
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At a large station there are three or 
four fire engines, which the firemen 
call fire appliances. Each appliance 
has a different job to do. 
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The water tender 
ladder is very 
useful. It carries a 
ladder about 14 
metres long, and 
holds 400 gallons 
(1818 litres) of 
water. This water 
can be used if 
there is no other 
water supply near 
the’ fire. 


Above: The bock of the 
crew cob showing 
breathing aoporatus 
situated so that ff can be 
put on while the 
epoliance is driving to the 
fire 


Left: The sve focker ir 
on ooptiance cantons 
obout 6&0 different fens 
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The appliance with the longest 
ladder is called a turntable ladder. 
This ladder is about 30 metres long. It 
is used when there is a fire in a high 
building, and it can be turned in any: 
direction. : 

With this ladder a fireman can send a 
=. jet of water down 

epee on to the roof of a 


® burning building. 
When it is used in 

Be this way, the 

| ie ladder is called a 

" _ = water tower. The 

: L PS same ladder is 

ee gt often used to 


® rescue people. 
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: A fireman operotes the 

= furntable ladder, When the 
lodder hos been extended it 
. can be moved to the left or 
fee ight 
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There is a long 
pipe running up 
the arm of the 
snorkel. This can 
carry a large flow 
of water and gives 
a strong jet to use 
on the fire. 


The platform houses a giant 
tao, called a moniter, which 
is froined in the direction of 
the fire 


Some stations 
also have a 
hydraulic platform 
or snorkel. 

This appliance has 
a long extending 
arm divided into 
sections. It can be 


m moved and set 
=| over buildings at 
>| different angles. 


The snorkel provides a safe 
working olotfonn gad.can 

| get further in over a fire. It 
. is used as a water tower 
Od For Pesce 
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Another important appliance is the 
emergency tender, which carries a lot 
of tools and equipment. 
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The firemen 
mainly use this 
appliance when 
they are called 
out to accidents. 


fhe emergency fender caries 
extra Oreathing apparatus, 
Communications eguipment, 
Dotectve clothing and many 
offer ‘terns icluding First Ard 


Firemen must be ready to fight fires 
and to help people at all times of the 
day and night. 


Firemen take daly exercise in the form of volley bal 


To make sure of this the firemen at 
each station are divided into watches. 
There are four watches. Each one has | 
the name of a colour. Usually they are 
called red watch, white watch, green 
watch and blue watch. 


iy fransan salons to one vo 
these watches. Each time a fireman 
finishes his work, another fireman 
from a different watch comes in and 
takes over his place. In this way the 
station always has enough firemen on 
duty. In small villages part-time 
firemen may do other jobs until a 
bleeper in their pocket tells them there 
is a fire, 

The first sie a fireman does when 
he starts work is to 
look at the duty 
board. This tells 
him which 
appliance to go on 
if there is a fire or 
some other call for 
help. 


They dove ther meols and can 
ploy games af the fire station 19 


He then goes to that appliance and 
puts all his fire-fighting clothes in his 
own place. He has a long navy-blue 
tunic, a yellow helmet, yellow 
waterproof trousers, and a pair of 
boots. 
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If there is a fire or other emergency 
he will have to get dressed in a hurry 
while on the way. So he sets out his 
clothes in a special way. His tunic 
and helmet may be hung on a peg. 
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Beside them go 
his waterproof 
trousers and his fire 
boots. The trousers 
are carefully folded 
down over the 
boots so that they 
can be pulled up 
quickly. Some 
firemen leave their 
uniform ready in the 
fire appliance. 


At a fire the fireman's clothes are 
very important to him. They help to 
keep him dry and also safe from 


harm. 


To keep dry, he wears the waterproof © 
trousers and fire boots. The trousers 
are bright yellow to make it easier to 


see him when there ts thick smoke at 
the fire. : 


The boots keep 
his feet dry. 
They have extra- 
strong toecaps In 
case something 
heavy falls on his 
feet. 


Fire boots ore soeciasly 
made and have special soles 
which stop dongerous 
chemicals soaking thraugh 


His helmet is yellow too. It is made 
from hard cork covered with fabric, 
This strong helmet helps to protect 
the fireman’s head from sharp or 
heavy objects falling from above. 


A fireman also 
uses an axe. Axes 
are hung inside the 
appliance. As he 
gets dressed, the 
tireman takes an 
axe and Tits it into 
a sling fixed to his 
tunic. At a fire he 
mainly uses his axe & 
to chop away 
burning wood. 


Look at the 
clothing worn by 
different members 
of the fire service 


, Senior Divisrona! Officer 
(left) ond a@ Stotion Offfcer 


2 A Frewomaen. A forge 
numberof woren work in tie 
five service as cdnyasirotars 
but mony ofso offend fires to 
provide food, drinks ond extro 
transport for fhe firefighters 


3G Fremanid working overails 


4 Fireman in fill fire kit 


5 A chemical splash suit ot “| iy 
wich Aes a double fining of the ie Te 
curfs ond ankles 1 aT 
ee 
6 A gas-tight suit whieh is a = Bs | 
one-wece sult, including the = Pili —", 
; Eee — 
boots and mask, and is used —r J 


especially where chemicals ore ee 
giving off dangerous fumes a. 
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How do firemen know when there 
is a fire? 


When someone 
spots a fire, they 
hurry to the 
nearest telephone. 
There they dial 
the number 999. 


ff you dial 999 end ask for 
the fire brigade, your call is 
put through to the county 
fire brigode control raom, 
whe then connect you fa 
your nearest fire statron 


The telephone 
operator answers 
this call right away. 
Then the operator 
puts it through to 
the central control 
room and from 
there to the 
nearest fire 
station. 


4n officer checks the mop 
to fod fhe neorest available 
fire applonce 


Wher a chemical has been 
soiled, ifs name is fod to 
the computer which shows 
whet action needs to be 
taken fo prevent domage 
and further danger 


At once a loud alarm signal is set 
off at this fire station. This can be 
heard all over the station. 
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When the firemen hear this noise, they 
stop what they are doing. Quickly they 
run to the appliance room. 
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If they are 
upstairs, often 
they slide down a 
polished pole. 
This runs through 
an opening in the 
ceiling and leads 
down to the 
appliance room, 
It is quicker to 
use this pole than 
to run down 


_ While they are 

© doing this, central 
control will tell 
them over a 
loudspeaker where 
the fire is. 


Sliding down the highly polished 
) pole to the appliance room 


There are five men in the crew of 
each appliance. One fireman is the 
driver. He jumps into the cab and 
starts the engine. The other firemen 
get into the back. 


While this is happening, the big 
doors of the appliance room have 
been opened. The fire appliances drive 
out and race to the fire. As they go, 
they sound their sirens. This loud 
noise warns the traffic ahead that 
they are coming. 


One fireman is always in charge of 
all the others. This officer has usually 


been in the Fire Brigade for many 
years. 
A /eading freman (left) and o sub officer (right) with a station 


officer. His white helmet with its black cone mokes him easily 
seen by Ais men oat a fire 
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fhe su) officer in charge of the applonce 

He sits beside the driver of the 
leading machine, He keeps in touch 
with the control room by radio and 
makes sure that they are going to the 
right address. 
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When they reach the fire, the 
firemen look for the nearest fire 
hydrant. This is marked with the letter 
H ona yellow metal plate. 
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Hyorants ore regularly cleaned and tested 


Under the ground there is a large 
pipe, called a water main, which brings 
water to our homes. The numbers 
on the hydrant plate tell the firemen 
the size of the water main and how 


far this is from the hydrant. 
The firemen can get water from the 
water main by fixing on a stand-pipe. 


The stand-pipe raises the water 
above ground level. The firemen 
connect their hoses to the stand-pipe 
and this gives them all the water they 
need to fight the fire. 


us shows o fase attoched to the stand-pipe and ready for-use 


When it is a big fire, several 
appliances are needed. The firemen 
use lots of hoses, sending water onto 
the fire from all directions, until it is 
out. 


lf the fire is in the country, the 
firemen look for the nearest pond or 
stream. Then they use the appliance 
to siphon the water out of the pond 
and pump it through their hoses. 
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After the fire is out, the firemen go 
back to the fire station. There they 
take the wet hoses, wash them and 
hang them up inside a tall tower to dry. 


All the 
equipment is 
fe Checked. Clean, 
== dry hoses are put 
Se) on each 
| appliance. 
Everything must 
| be ready in case 
there is another 
fire. 


Clean, ory hoses ready for re-use 


Even when 
there are no fires 
the firemen are 
still busy. The fire 
station usually 
has a big yard 
where they can 
practise all the 
skills they need 
to fight fires and 
handle other 
emergencies. 


Aunaning out fhe hose from 
| an appliance, to test it 


Ae-fiting the breathing 
opporotus cylinders with 
compressed gir 


There they also 
test their ladders 
and pumps. They 
check the hoses to 
make sure that | 
they do not leak. 
All their equipment 
must be in 
good order. 


Patching a hose 


sometimes they 
practise going 
into buildings 
filled with smoke. 
It is difficult to 
breathe in thick 
smoke, so the 
firemen have to 
wear breathing 
aqpparatus. 


This is a piece 
of equipment 
worn on the 
fireman’s back, It 
has a face mask 
joined to a supply 
of air, and helps 
the fireman to 
breathe properly. 


A freeman in full fire-fighting 
Kit, Breathing ooporotus ts 
used of most da fires 
becouse sO many modern 
mofenas used to make 
furniture for example, give off 
dongerous furnes when they 
ore on fire 


When he goes 
into smoke-tTilled 
buildings, he 
often carries a 
two-way radio as 
well. This keeps 
him in touch with 
the other firemen 
outside. 


Before a fireman enters a 
bulding be gives Ais tally fo 


ihe breathing apporatus ah, Lis. hs nee " 
control officer.. This has. the as x ay. Bead) ey a » 
fireman's name on jt and is (it areal he Baa . ides airs 


Aas sa) 
attached ta a board whieh 1 | 
shows what time he went 
in, fowomuch ar Ae Aes and 
fhe time de should come out 
of the building 


A fireman must learn how to deal 
with all kinds of fires. Some fires 
cannot be put out by using water. 
They have to be smothered with a 
special kind of foarn. 
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A figh expansion foam generotor 


The appliance which carries this Is 
called a foam tender. 
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The generoter sucks in woter wich mixes with detergent and is 
biewn out as foam by @ forge fan 


Washing away excess foam after the fire has been put out 
g y J 
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A special chemical unit goes to all 
accidents or incidents involving 
dangerous chemicals. When the 
chemicals have been made safe or 
taken away, a special decontamination 
area |s set up for the firemen. 
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A fireman in hs gas-tight suit hands his tally 
to the breathing apporotus contro! officer 


Each man is washed, fully clothed, 
before he is allowed to leave the area. 
Then he strips off his clothes and 
takes a shower in the mobile unit, to 
make sure that no harmful chemicals 
are left on his body, 
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In hot, dry weather there are 
sometimes grass fires. For these the 
tiremen use special beaters made of 
canvas or old hose, as well as water. 


Often fires begin because someone 
has been careless. In our own homes, 
fires can start with things like chip 
pans or electric blankets. Cigarette 
ends, too, are dangerous. 


The firemen like to give people 
advice on how to avoid having a fire. 
This work is called fire prevention. 
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a fireman 


They go to places such as hotels, 
shops, schools and factories, and look 
for things which might start fires, 
They make sure there are fire doors 
and fire exits. Nowadays firemen 
spend a lot of time doing this kind of 
work, for they think it is very 
Important. 
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